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From the Universalist Magazine. 
MINUTES OF THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION 
OF UNIVERSALISTS. 
uesday evening, December 10, 1822, the Minis- 
Sue Fascia 3B the “Southern Association of Universalists 
bled accerling to adjournment at the house of Br. 
Prrnois O. Clark,in Brookfield, Mass. and opened the bu- 
siness of the Association by solemn and fervent prayer by 
Br. Jacob Frieze. 

They then chose Br. Hosea Ballou of Boston, Motera- 

for, and Br. Richard Carrique, of Hartford, Clerk. 


Voted that Brs. J. Flagg, J. Bisbe,and H. Ballou, 2d. be 
a committee to receive requests for ordiuation, or letters of 
fellowship, and report thereon. 


Adjourned to the Hall of Br. Pardon Allen, in Western, 
there to meet at 9 o'clock on Wednesday morning. 


Met according to adjournment, at the Hall ef Br. P. 
Allen. 

Prayer by Br. J. Flagg. 

Voted that in fature, during the session of the Southern 
Association, that portion of time not taken up in atten- 
ding to the arrangement and performance of public servi- 
ees, or subjects ef a general nature, relating to the con- 
eerns of the societies in fellowship with this Association, 
shall be devoted to the discussion of questions of a religious 
nature ; that the subject be proposed at previous sessions 

of the Association, so that each brother may have an oF 


portunity of examining the subject, and of preparing 
mind for the investigation. 

Voted that Brs. J. Bisbe, H. Ballou, 2d. and R. Carrique 
be a committee to select and propose suitable questions for 
examination and solution. 

Order of the Morning Service for Wednesday. 

Introductory prayer, Br. John Bisbe. 


Sermon, Br. Hosea Ballou, 2d.—Text, Isaiah iv. 2, 
“Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread, 
and your labor for that which satisfleth not ?—Hearken dil- 
igently unto me, and eat ye that whichis good, and let your 
soul delight itself in fatness.” 


Concluding prayer, Br. Thomas G. Farnsworth. 

Dedication Service for Wednesday Afternoon. 
Reading select portions of scripture, Br. Joshua Flagg. 
Consecrating prayer, Br. Hosea Ballou. 


Sermon, Br. Riehard Carrique,—Text, Rom.z. 13, “For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lurd shall be 
saved.” 


Concluding prayer, Br. Thomas Whittemore. 
Evening Service for Wednesday. 
Introductory prayer, Br. Joshua Flagg. 


Sermon, Br. Jacob Frieze-—Text, Rom. xiv. 23, * For 
whatsoever is not of faith is sin.” 


Concluding prayer, Br. Hiram B. Clark. 
Thursday Morning assembled according to adjournment. 
Prayer by Br. Thomas G. Farnsworth. 


Attended tothe report of the committee appointed to 
‘Teceiye requests fer ordmation or letters ef fellowship ; 





they reported in favor of ordaining Brs. T. G. Farnsworth 


and Jaeob Frieze, and of granting:a letter of fellowship to 
Br. Adin Beliou, 


Order of the Morning Service for Thursday. 
Introductory prayer, Br. J. Bisbe. 
Sermon, Br. Thomas Whittemore,—Text, Rom. viii. 9. 
“ Now if any man have not the spirit ef Christ, he is zone 
of his.” ; 
Coneluding prayer, Br. J. Frieze. 
Ordination Service for Thursday Aflernoon. 
Introductory prayer, Br. H. Ballou, 2d. 


Sermon, Br. H. Ballou,—Text, 1 Peter, iv.°11, “If any 
man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God; if any 
man minister, let him do it as of the ability which God 
giveth ; that God in all things may be glorified through 
Christ Jesuit: to whom be praise aud dominien forever and 


ever. Amen.” 


Ordaining prayer, Br. J. Flagg. 

Charge, Br. R. Carrique. 

Right hand of fellowship, Br. T. Whittemore. 
Concluding prayer, Br. R. Carrique. 


It was moved by Br. John Bisbe, that this Association 
strongly recommend to the General Convention the adop- 
tion of a rule, whereby the inconveniences they have in 
some instances already experienced from granting letters 
of fellowship to brethren in the ministry may be prevente:| ; 
and that a committee be appointed to lay the same beiore 
the General Convention at their next session. 


Voted that Brs. J. Bisbe, J. Flagg, and H. Ballou, be 
the above committee. 


The committee appointed to prepare subjects for discus- 
sion made report of the following : 


1. What is Paul’s meaning in Rom. v. from the 11th to 
the 19th verses? 


2. As christians in general assert that man’s moral char- 
acter is naturally fixed at death, and thet each man dies 
a sinner, if this be true, how can any be saved? 


Voted that Br. Bisbe prepare the minutes, and accompa- 
ny them with a Circular Letter, and request their publica- 
tion in some periodical paper. 

The Association adjourned to meet aguin in Stafford, in 
Conn. on the second Wednesday in June, 1923. 

R. Canniavn, Clerk. 


—_——_oe-— 
CIRCULAR LETTER. 


Cuntian Breturnen,—Under the smile of an in- 
dulgent and protecting God, we having enjoyed the hap- 
piness of another half-yearly meeting, and realized much 
satisfaction in finding the empire of the Redeemer extend 
ing in the earth, producing peace and good will in the 
hearts of men, and causing the disciples of Jesns to be dil- 
igent, and to rejoice. We met in a section of the country 
where efforts have been made foi many years to promote 
the doctrine of God’s eternal |!=ve to each soul of man, and 
we joy to say, that —- the eerly patrons of the cause 
went forth weeping in fearfulness and dismay, they have 
received av hundred fold for all their toil and labor of love. 
In this region our ancient brethren Winchester, Murrsy, 
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and Richards preached the gospel, and many who sat in 
the shadow of death saw a t light, and many who be- 
wailed the wretcheduess of their condition, distrusting the 
mercy of God, and the faithfulness of Jesus in ransoming 
from death and sin, arose from the dust, and sang unto the 
Lord the hymn of gratitude and deliverance. Our aged 
brethren, who for thirty years have endeavoured to erect a 
house, and statedly to enjoy the blessings of a preached 
gospei,now see their efforts crowned with success, anv 
learn that he who waiteth on God in the sincerity of his 
soul shall be abundently recompensed in. the consumma- 
tion of his hopes.. Though they had to labor as did those 
who builded Jerusalem after the captivity, yet, trusting in 
God, they have persevered, and now enjoy the: answer: of 
their prayers. So deeply were they impressed with the 
guardian care and unpurchased favor of heaven, that, wit- 
nessing the eollection of asociety, the erection aud dedi- 
eation of dhouse, and the settlement of a minister, they 
eould almost adopt the language of Simeon, while holding 
the infant Jesus m his arms, and exclaim, O Lord, now let 


thy servants depart in peace, for our-eyes lave seem thy sal-/ 


vation. 


The number of ministering brethren was considerable, 


and much delight was experienced in the harmony of their 
consultations, and in their unanimity in adopting measures 
for the spread of the truth, and the: consequent liberation 
of man from ignorance and error. The information they 
grave concerning the advance of light and fi be gladden- 
ed our souls, and induced us to be doubly engaged in. the 
cause which the God of Heaven is prospering in a wonder- 
fal manner. We fervently pray, that the reception of two 
new brothers in our fellowship, may not only increase our 
number, but strengthen our hands, and influence us to ex- 
ert al! the powers of our understanding and all the chari- 
ties of our heart to win others from the doctrines of mise- 
ry, tothe gospel of life. 


Brethren, we earnestly recommend to you the reading 
and study of the seriptures, that you may be ready in 
meeckness and fear to give all inquirers a reason of the hope 
that i¢ in you, and thorenghly prepared by this rule of 
faith and practice for every good word and work, Let 
each one remember that wbare avowal of Universalism. is 
no better than a profession of Paganism, and that the su- 
periority of Christianity over every system of human in- 
vention is to be manifested in.e-purity of heart and uapright- 
ness of life which are unobtainable in any other religion. 


_ Be cautious in adopting the speculations of men,. who. ap- 


peared to reason conclusively, but who do not seem to feel 
in their hearts nor to regard in their lives the doctrines 
they inculcate.—Forsake not the assembling of yourselves 
together, as the manner of some is, but eonstantly attend 
ou the ministration.of the word, that your public servants 
may come to you in the fulness of the blessing of the gos- 

el of Christ. Adorn the doctrine of God your Savieur 
by well ordered lives, and conversation tempered with 
kindness and wisdom, that, if you belong toa sect that is 
every where spoken against, you may remember, that bles- 
sed are ye when mei shall revile you, and persecute you, 


and shall say all manner of evil against you, falsely for’ 
Christ's sake ; and that you ought to rejoice, and to be ex~ 


ceeding glad, for great is your reward in Heaven. Pet 
your light shine ; the. fruits of the spirit be manifest ;; the 
deeds of darkness renounced, and brotherly love abound. 
These things do, and Zion’s cords shall be lengthened, the 
gospel enlighten the whole earth, and God shali be wor- 
shipped in spirit and in truth from the rising to the setting 


sun, 


Brethren in the ministry, though our cause had few ad- 
vocates, and was zealously opposed in most parts of the 
country a short time since, by the protection of God in de- 
fending the lives and health of its preachers, and in open- 
ing the understandings and warning the hearts of the peo- 


ple, it has obtained great accessions of talent and number, 


and induced its opposers te say, that, though “the seheme 


of universal restoration was adopted by Origin, one of the 
distinguished fathers of the christian church, who lived in: 
the third century, it has been embraced by numbers in ey- 
ery subsequent age ; and, many, who adopt it at the pres 
ent day, give evidence by their livee that they possess the 
spirit of the gospel.” To manifest becoming gratitude for. 
the unexampled diffasion of light experienced at this tm 
and for the liberty of inquiry and privaie judgment, whit 
we really possess, and of which Protestants have vainly 
boasted, let us be instant in season and out of season in 
preaching the word, in-testifying to every man the gospel 
‘of the grace of God, and in persuading to deny ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world.—Let us remember the afilic-. 
tions and perseeutiens the first christians endured; that 
they were’stoned, were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 
slain with. the sword; that they wandered about in sheep 
skins and goat skins, being destitute, afflicted ‘and torments 
ted.—Letus call to mind the danger through which ovr 
fathers passed for the enjoyment of the religion of Jesus, 
and the freedom we now possess, and resolve, that no re- 
former of Pagan idoletry, Papal apostacy, or Protestant 
bigotry shall surpass us in zeal, charity, or perseverance. 
For our consolation and encouragement let us consider, that 
if this be the canse of truth; as we heartily believe, noth- 
ing can prevail against it; and that in defending it, we are- 
vindicating the character of God, and promoting the happi- 
ness of ourraee. The history of past ages,.written in let- 
ters of blood and fire, abundantly proves the absence of 
that charity which beareth all things, hopeth: all things, 
endureth all things and never faileth. Having the expe- 
rience of five thousand years for your guide, and having 
seen the uneharitableness and intolerance of seceders does 
towards each other, and the ruinous consequences which 
have followed, let us be careful that we fall not out by the: 
way, that we have no discord among brethren, and that ne 
reot of bitterness springing up trouble us, and thereby ma- 
‘ny be defiled. Weare men of like passions with Paul, 
Barnabas and Peter, and consequently need the gentle and 
friendly admonition, walk in love and unity. May we 
preach more powerfully with our lives than our lips, and 
be an example to others in word,in conversation, in char- 
ity, in spirit, in faith, in purity—May the doctrines we 
teach have such influence on our conduct, and be commu- 
nicated in-such strength and sincerity, that all may be satis-- 
fied that we are honest, even if they are not convinced that 
our sentiments are deductions from scripture and reason. 
And let it be our constant endeavor to make people the- 
disciples gof Jesus, rather than defenders of any belief. 
Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good com-- 
fort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the God of love: 
and peace shall be with you.. ! 
Per Order. 

Ii the 24th humber of the ist’ Vol: of tlie lvavrnzr, we 
published the death of Mrs. Beach of Hamilton, (N. Y.). 
who hung herself in a fit of insanity produced by the cruel 
/apprehension that she was one of the: non-eject ; end that 
she was given over to reprobate mind and hardness of 
heart. The friends of Mrs. B. being desirous, that a par- 
ticular-account of the.trials of her mind which led to the 
perpetration of the fatal deed, should be laid before the 
public ; the followmg communication was prepared, and 
sent for insertion-in the Hamitton REcoRDER, a paper 
| printed in the town in which the family of Mrs. B. resides. 
After much delay, a part of the communication, only, was 
published ; the latter part of it being suppressed, as the 
editor said, for want of room; by particular request we 
now present it entire, for the gratification of our subscri- 


JOHN. BISBE. 





bers im the vicinity of Hamilton, in the humble hope that it 
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anay be the means of preventing them from giving heed 
to the life destroying and heart rending doctrine of Calvin- 
ism. Ourcorrespondent informs us that Mr. Beach the 
‘mourning Widower, has read the communication as pub- 
lished in the Recorper, and declares it all to be true, and 
that more might have been added respecting Mr. L’s. ter- 
tific communications to his deceased wife, 


Mr. Editor—The death of Mrs. Beach, who hung her- 
elf on the 2d inst. as noticed in the Recorder of Sept. 3d. 
has already excited, and will continue to excite much spec- 
ulation in the minds of many people; and much enquiry 
respecting what can be the cause of so deplorable a deed? 

The public are entitled to truth,and so far as facts 
which have arisen to view can develope the cause of the 
above mentioned catastrophe, so far, if permitted, it shall 
appear through the medium of your paper, And while it 
answers public enquiry, I hope it may serve as a timely 
caution to those, who are enthusiastically promulgating a 
theory of Religion so fraught with maliguity and terror, 
rand so fatal to many very many of its unhappy, despairing 
wiciims. 

I have for many years been intimately acquainted with 
Mrs. Beach. And, as stated in your paper, she ever sus- 
tained agood mora] character. She wasa ki d benev- 
oleat veighbor, an industrious wife, and a tender affection- 
ate Mother. And although not priviledged with a high 
education, she was a person of more than ordinary dis- 
wernment. 

_ The facts which I am abeut to relate, to which I was 
not an eye and an ear witness, | had principally from her 
own mouth. 

Something more than twenty years ago she was brought 
under very heavy afflietion by the loss of a child of whom 
she was particularly fond. Her unrecanciliation was ex- 
treme, and wretchedness, indiscribable. She was, however, 
suddenly arrested, and brought under heavy conviction, 
for her own sins; and it pleased the Lord, soon to lift on her 


ee light of his. countengnee, and give her peace ; so that3 
0. 


re the interment of the child, she was reconciled to the 
divine government, end made to rejoice greatly, that the 
Lord reigned, and willingly and cheerfully submitted her-' 
self and her family to be disposed of at the divine pleasure. 

_ Here let me remark, that she was strictly educated a 
Calvinist. Her Father was a deacon of a congregational, 
er presbyterian church ; and her connections generally pro- 
fessors of that religion. She had heard little, and kaew] 

‘nothing of any other system. 

Immediately on her conversion, she was waited on by the: 
Minister and other professors of religion, who acknowledg- 
ed the genuineness of her conversion, and urged her for- 
ward to join the church, which she soon did. And. as it; 
was a time of considerable awakening, she attended confer- 
ences and other meetings, where the system ef doctrine 
which they embraced, and to which she had subscribed 
was more fully presented to view ; aud she began in her 
scrutinizing manner, to examine it. And although she was 
reconciled to Ged, yet she found herself unreconciled to 
Calvinism.—She set it down as an indisputable fact that 
that doctrine must be true, and it would not do to doubt it. 
Ii, therefore, her experience was genuine, she should be 
reconciled to that system, and have a special evidenee that 
she was one of the elect; and this evidenee, she could not 
obtain. This very soon threw her into a state of despair. 
—She concluded that she must be one of the deceived rep- 
robates, and there was no mercy in heaven for her! Un- 
der this frame of mind she laboured for a long season, but 
it at length wore off; and still she was unreconciled to 
Calvinism, and never could think of it, although she ack- 
nowledged it must be true, but with the greatest horror. 
She has often said to me, both in her turns of despair, and 
in her most rational dispassionate moments—* I know Mr. 
————, you do not believe it, but it must be so; although 
I cannot sce through it, and am uprecoagijed fo it,” And 


aut 





ever since that time, whenever any heavy affliction came 
upon her, suchas the lossof friends; and alse, generally, 
when there was any important awakening on the account of 
religion, she has been thrown into a state of despair. Three 
such distressing turns she has had since | first became ac- 
quainted with her, in all of which I have visited her more 
or less, 


The last turn, which ended in so shocking and tragical 


@ Ianner, was evidently brought on by the conversation cf 


a Mr. L. a clergyman of the Calvinist faith. Some time iu 
March last,if my memory well serves me, her son’s child, 
an infant something more than a year old, wus taken very 
sick, and for some time they despaired wf its recovery. 
Mrs. EB. in her usual manner, faithtul io every -call of dis- 
tress, nursed the-child with her own hand. Jo the sickest 
hours of this child, when they did not expect its life trom 
one moment to another, they were visited by the said cier- 
gyman. -Hesoon introduced conversation. with a neiyl- 
bor then present, in reapect to the state of the sick ciild, 
whieh ended in the opinion-of the said Minister that lie 
child was asinner, and, if then taken away, was as lable 
to sufier endless punishment as any other unconverted sin- 
ner. This had a powerful effect-on the mind of Mrs. b.— 
The child, however, shortly recovered, and she came te 
my house related the conversation, and her feelings on the 
occasion. I then discovered something of that singular 
wildness in her eyes, which ] had before been e witness to. 
I however, streve to soothe her mind as well as! could, and 
it measurably wore off. Shortly after this, say the forepart 
of the month of April, (it will be remembered that about 
this time there was something of an excitement in the 
minds of some young people in this vicinity, and confer- 
ence meetings were preity frequent,) there was a confer- 
ence meeting in the schoo] house mm the district to which 
Mrs. B. belonged and she and her daughter, a young wo- 
man of about eighteen attended. The said Minister was 
there, and, as is usual, much terror, and the awful denun- 
ciations of God’s wrath against sinners were preached, in 
order to excite a sensibility in their minds in respect te 
their present dangerous state. This was not enough. My. 
L. with an associate called, the same evening, at the house 
of Mr, Beach and resumed the exhortation to the daughter 
in the presence of Mrs. B. He exhorted her to repevt 
before # was too late—set forth the danger of remaining 
im an unconverted state—her exposeduess to God’s wrath 
and the endless torments of hell, ‘That she was liable ev- 
ery moment te be cut off in her sins, and if so, she must_ 
be consigned to interminable woe, and there could be ne 
mercy for her,&c.! This was driving a nail in a sure 
place. It fastened on Mrs. B. and from that moment e 
settled and unyielding melancholy and despair seized up- 
on her mind. 


Very early the next morning she went to her son's, and 
in the deepest melancholy informed him that all her old 
feelings (alluding to those exercises of despair, which she 
had before realised) had come upon her. He said to her 
—* Mother you are now rational and can tell if there is 
any cause.” Sheanswered that she knew no cause, bui 
Mr. L’s. discourse to Anna last evening; but oliserved, 
“ when I get worse perhaps, | sha’nt think so.” From that 
time the state of her mind grew continually more desper- 
ate. Sheconcluded that she was, indeed, one ofthe rep- 
robate—that there was no merey for her—that Her convi¢- 
tion and conversion were all false, the work of the devil— 
that Satan transformed himself into an Ange} of light, and 
wrought thus on her mind, and when she thought she made 
a covenant with the Lord,and gave herself and childrew 
into his holy keeping, she made in reality a covenant with 
the devil—that he had now full right to her and all her 
children by virtue of that noe and would have them— 
that consequently the hotest place in hel] was reserved for 
her, and was too good for her—that in consequence of her 
first league with him she was obliged to renew it, and had 
promised tok!) her two youngest children—and finally te 
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killeill her children &e.! Thus her conversation ran 
which discovered the deplorable state of her mind; and 
thus she labored until the fatal morning of the 2d Sept. 
when eluding the vigilance of those who designed to watch 
her she put an end to her miserable existence ! 

I have thus simply narrated the facts according to the 
best of my recollection. And who can be at a loss for the 
efficient cause of this lamentable deed? Here then, is an- 
other added to the long catalogue of the victims of Cal- 
vinism ; a doctrine which began with persecutions, and 
has been attended through all its progress with blood-shed, 
despair and horror ! Who has not read of the persecuting 
zeal, with which Calvin followed Michael Servetus, until 
he immolated him to the furyof his angry God on his fu- 
neral pile at Geneva? Who is there in the least degree 
acquainted with history, that cannot trace the persecuting 
spirit of that doctrine from its earliest rise, until it was 
transported to our clime and hung the innocent and, unot- 
tending Quakers in Massachusetts? And although the 
civil authonty has wrested the sword of persecution from 
the hands of wicked Priests and bigots, yet Calvinism 
haunts its credulous victims to death by the terror of its 
doctrines, which forbid lovey;and reconciliation to the God 
that it publishes! Whose heart does not bleed at the re- 
membrance of the wretched Mrs. Hallack, who fell a vic- 
tim to this fatal error, and who, with the greatest maternal 
kindness, while she concluded her cwn doom to endless 
woe, was sealed by the eternal decrees of God, hoped to 
save her tender offspring from so deplorable a fate by help- 
ing them out of existeuce before they became such hard- 
ened sinners !* ButI forbear—when will men become 
wise? O when will they know that, that truth which ma- 
keth free, cannot be the cause of such horrid deeds!! 

A SUBSCRIBER. 





* This cirenmstance took place some time about the 
year 1807 og 8,—soonafter I removed into this co. ntry. 
Mrs, Hallack was an inhabitant of the Town of Westmore- 
land, Oneida Co. (N. ¥.) She and her husband were 
strict attendants on the preaching of Mr. Eels, a Calvinist 


‘Presbyterian. She had long been labouring under an ex- 


treme anxiety in respect to her future state ; and after ev- 
ery exertion in her power, to obtain an evidence of her 
election and adoption, but in vain ; she settled down into a 
full conviction that she must be one of the reprobate. 
This opinion she expressed to her husband and to others.— 
She had four children. Her next concern was for them. 
She enquired of religious people in whom she confided, 
whether such children as her’s were subjects of salvation ? 
It is hard for even Calvinists (except Preachers) to say that 
infants are subjects of endless damnation ; it was their uni- 
form opinion that if such children died in their present in- 
fant state, they would be saved. This was enough, she 
was determined to snatch these dear objects of her affection 
from the jaws of an endless hell! And the first opportuni- 
ty, therefore, she actually cut the throats of all her children 
and herself !! 
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FOR THE INQUIRER 
THE MORALITY OF THE GOSPEL; OR 
THE IMMORAL TENDENCY OF CALVINISM. 
NO. 7. 


We have hitherto, in a gre t measure confined ourselves 
to an examination of the se..timents embraced by Calvin- 
ists as to the attributes and character of God, and the in- 
fluence of these sentiments upon their religious worship. 
and the spirit of their religion. We may have more to 
say as to the spirit of Calvinistic christianity ; but before 
enlarging on that subject, we propose to notice some other 


points of doctrine or faith belonging to the Calvinistic sys- 


tem, for the purpose of examining the morai and praetical 


tendency of them. The second point of doctrine to whick 
we will beg leave to call the attention of the reader, is, 
that of original sin and total depravity. These two arti- 
cles are connected, as we propose to consider them only as 
to their meral character and effect, and in this respect they 
seem with propriety to go together. The adherents of or- 
thodoxy believe, that the t of the original 
parent of the human family has entailed sin and guilt on 
the whole of his posterity ; and that the entire human race 
are involved in this guilt of the sin of Adam, he being their 
federal head, and are responsible for its consequences, 
What ideas of justice those must entertain who believe one 
person is held responsible and liable to be punished for the 
transgression of another, we will not undertake to deter- 
mine. But the moral operation of this doctrine cannot 
be mistaken. It is entirely subversive of the great princi- 
ple of the connection between crime and punishment, and 
tends to break downmthe barrier against immoral- 
ity. If mankind are taught to believe that they are to be 
punished for any other cause than their own acts, or mis- 
deeds, does not this remove one of the strongest motives te 
moral rectitude? For if they are liable to be punished 
for other causes than their own sins, the strictest rectitude 
and the most spotless virtue can afford no assurance of hap- 
piness, or of the avoidance of punishment. If mankind 
are exposed to all the censequences of guilt, without act- 
ual transgression what motive is there to refrain from sin? 
Are we to be told, that although Calvinists believe this 
doctrine, they also believe that mankind will be punished 
for actual transgression? How are they to be punished 
for their own mis-deeds hereafter, when they are exposed 
to the wrath of God and to eternal damnation as just ret- 
ribution for original sin ? As they are to be damned for 
the sin of another, or in consequence of their own natures, 
there seems to be no room for punishment on account of 
their own transgressions. If eternal misery is the conse- 
quence of original sin, to all who are not saved from its 
consequences, by elective grace, what difference is there be- 
tween amoral and animmoral person? Both are to be 
damned, and neither on account of his own transgressions, 
It is evident that there can be no difference, unless there is 
to be degrees of ‘punishment, and that one is to suffer in ad- 
dition to what is a jest retribution for original sin, a further 
punishment for his own sins. It is not necessary to exam- 
ime the correctness of the principle as to degrees of punish- 
ment, because it is not relied upon by Calvinists, and if it 
was, it is apparent that it can have ne effect as to the moral 
character of the doctrine under consideration. It is toe 
obvious to require illustration, that to maintain, that eter- 
nal misery is the consequence of original sin, or of the na- 
ture of man, is to remove all motives to virtue and piety 
arising from a belief in future rewards and punishments. 
The belief in future rewards and punishments is consid- 
ered by Theologians and Casuists, and indeed by the mass 
of mankind as of great importance to the cause of virtue 
and morality in this life; and so strong have been the feel- 
ings of many on this subject, they have maintained, that 
without this great principle, no community could exist. 
And here we cannot but remark that it is a trite, and at the 
same time the most formidable objection which is made to 
the doctrine of universal goodness and the belief in the 
common destiny of the human family, that it excludes the 
principle of future rewards and punishments, Whatever 
force there may be in this objection as applicable to Uni- 
versalism, it is apparent that itapplies with at least equal 
force to the Calvinistic doctrine of original sin. It would 
be natural to suppose therefore, that this objection against 
the sentiments of Universalists, would not be made by the 
followers of Augustin and Calvin. But the fact is not so ; 
there is no class who have been more ready to urge this ob- 
jection, or who have “one it with more apparent triumph. 
So easy is it to see the mote in the eye of our neighbor, when 
we do not discover the beam in ourowx. The Universal- 
ists it is said, do not believe in a system of rewards and 





punishments. But do the Calvinists? Do they beliere 








-self-righteousness. js it not the great, and indeed the only 
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ihat either rewards or punishments hereafter, are to be a 
eonsequ of our conduct here? Do they not believe 
that ma are all under condemnation from orig val sin, 
and exposed to eternal misery, and that they can be saved 
from this consequence only by the free grace and mercy of 
God? Thereis no reward fer good, and no punishment 
for evil deeds according to this system. It considers all 
mankind as being under condemnation, and expressly de- 
elares that nothing which they can do,-will have any effect 
in relieving them from this condition, According to this 
system, mankind are not to be punished for their sins but 
for their nature, or their original corruption, and can be 
saved only by the purifying influence of grace. The effi- 
eacy of works is entirely excluded; and not only so, but 
all moral or meritorious conduct, is considered as worse 
than useless, and stigmatised with the odious epithet of 


proper object to regulate the humen conduct ?. To inspire 
But what 
influence can such principles as these have on the conduct 
ef man? Do they afford any motive to morality and vir- 
tue? Do they tend to discourage vice and iniquity? 
Is virtue enobled and exalted by them and vice rendered 
edious and degraded? No system of religious belief can 
have a more pernicious influence on society ; and if those 
eommunities where they have prevailed, have maintained 
a respectable moral character it is the strongest evidence 
that the great principles of morality are so deeply founded 
in the constitution of man, and the moral order of the uni- 
verse that the most absurd and pernicious errors cannot es- 
sentially prevent them and destroy their effects. 
T. 
— 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 


Religion is, undoubtedly, asubject of concern to every 
rational being, and ought to engage orr first attention. 
Upon this point there appears to be but little controversy. 
As to that which constitutes it, and the benefits derived 
from a possession of it, there appears to be a variety of 
sentiments. Our learned civines whose office it is to pro- 
mulgate the principles of true religion, and who profess to 
feel very anxious that their hearers should possess it, man- 
ifest considerable concern if they find those, for whose ben- 
efit it was designed, expressing doubts with respect to the 
eorrectness of the sentiments advanced from the sacred 
desk. They seem unwilling that their auditors should be 
at the trouble of investigating the important subject for 
themselves ; being paid large salaries for this purpose, they 
conceive it to be their business as well as indispensible da- 
ty to investigate, and preach the word, and the duty of the 
people implicitly to believe what they say. If these gen- 
tlemen find that their influence is not sufficiently great, 
that a spirit of inquiry is abroad; and that people are en- 
deavoring to form correct views of this most interesting 
subject, considerable alarm is excited and fears entertained 
that all is not right, (that is, as they wish it.) Innovation, 
ar heresy, is the cry; and this is sounded throughout the 
@amp. ‘These mighty men clothed in the sacred vestments, 
with most holy zeal thunder out their anathemas, and con- 
sider all who are not in fellowship with them as out of the 
ark of safety. 

This will not do,say they, “the good old way of our 
fathers is departed from, their virtues, their institutions, 
and beautiful system of religion is not revered.” May we 
not ask, what these men mean by forsaking the good old 
way of our fathers? If they mean the way of wisdom 
whose ways are pleasantuess and peace ; we agree it is dan- 
gerous to depart therefrom.—But if it be a system that 
has been supported by power or craftiness, a fabric that 
will not bear its own weight, but vanishes before the light 
of truth ; then we fear but little from their denunciations. 

Let us for a moment look at the fallacy of this kind of 
reasoning, to wit. That we are unreservedly to walk in 
‘the way of eur fathers? Whe were our fathers and what 


were their sentiments ? Were they Protestants or Papists ? 


If Papists why are we not the same? If Protestants why 

were they uuthorised to dissent from, and protest against 

the impious doctrimes of their fathers, who were in com- 

munion with the mother church ? | }s it claimed that our 

fathers walked in the way of their predecessors? It is 

presumed not, Must the son pursue the same system 

which his father did when he is convinced that it is a bad 

one? Must he imitate his example knowing it to be pro- 

ductive of evil consequences? May we not have liberty 

to inquire what were the sentiments of our fathers which 

we are invited to embrace? Are we not allowed to exer- 

cise the best of our faculties and judge for ourselves? Or, 

are we to receive implicitly what our divines tell us,mere- 

ly because they say it, even if it be in all the forms of cler- 

ical sanctity, 

If we are to look up to them as the highly favonred few, 

and the only medium of communication hetween God and 

man ; this may be correct doctrine, but if it be our duty 

to try the spirits, to prove all things, that we may hold fast 

that which is good ; thenthe privilege, of examining the 

creeds of men, is a privilege which we ought to exercise. 

To bind men down and confine them within sectarian lium- 

its may be deemed politic for the accomplishment of cer- 

tain purposes, but can never subserve the best interests of 
religion and the good of m@h. Man isa fallible being, and 

may not our fathers have fallen into an error? If their 
way were a good one, then certainly there ean be no ob- 

jection to pursuing it ; but how we areto know any way 
to be good, without testing it and having sufficient evi- 
dence to make it manifest is a kind of logic with which we 
are unacquainted and a principle not reeognized by us. 
Judging from what is exemplified in the weekly discour- 

ses of the orthodox ; we are to suppose that veliement rail- 
ing and rank hostility to those whose faith has not been 
measured by their standard, is the good ok way. At one 
tinte all who do not assent to the doctrine of the trinity are 
not worthy of the appellation of christian, and are to be 
excluded from the mansions of rest. A triune God (ir 
permitted to use their favourite expression) by which we 
are to understand a plurality of Gods, is a s@ntiment so 
sublime, incomprehensible and mysterious, that it soars far 
above any thing that comes within the province of reason. 
and infinitely transcends the vulgar idea of the unity of 
God the eternal, immutable and omnipotent Jehovah. 
The great exccllency of this sentiment seems to consist in 
its hostility to reason, as well as to fixed and established 
principles, as likewise being wrapped up in clerical myste- 
ry and beyond human comprehension. At another time lib- 
erality of acertain kind is the great stepping stone to a 
blessed immortality, and all those who do not lend a help- 
ing hand to the great cause of God and man, or in other 
words, contribute bountifully of the goods of this world to 
aid the missionary cause, for converting to the christian 
faith, those who were from eternity destined to future and 
irremediable woe, are enemies to religion; and if they 
do not give freely and profusely they are bad stewards and 
enemies to the best cause which mortals can engage in. 
They must also help support the dignity of the priesthood, 
and they are considered ungrateful if they do not vote 
large salaries to those engaged in this heavenly employ- 
ment, as any thing which advances the interests of the cler- 
gy, consequently conduces to the best good of man. 


We frequently hear these watchmen declaim loudly 
against morality as a christian virtue, and at times would 
seem to turn it quite out of doors: But after all this rigid 
tenacity to the way of orthodoxy, is it nota little extraor- 
dinary that these zealous advocates should be occasionally 
leaving the old road themselves, and getting into the high- 
way of Arminius, and following him as far as circumstan- 
ces require. That darling tenet, which has been consider- 
ed as of more worth than moral virtue, (particularly elec- 
tion and reprobation) is given up as untenable. That 
Christ died to benefit a certain few, or that a definite num- 
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ber of mankind were to be benefitted by his mission, is an- 

nounced from the pulpit as false doctrine, even by such as 

are the defenders of their great oracle and leader John Cal- 

| vin. When we hear it.openly and publicly declared from 
this source that Christ did actually make atonement for 

sin, (not for the sins of afew) there seems to be either a 
‘want of harmony or sincerity in their preaching.—Christ 
js said to be the way, the truth and the life, and although 
we have his example before us, as well as his precepts; we 
are nevertheless to follow our spiritual guides without in- 
vestigation or doubting. If they say it, that is sufficient. If 
we refer them to the Bereans of old and those primitive 
ehristians who brought their principles to the test, we are 
fold that due difference is not paid to a learned and pi- 
ous clergy ; that we do uot respect them as the embassa- 
dors of the meek and humble Jesus ; who have learnt the 
way with much expense and toil through the regular rou- 











me 


truth staid the progress of error ; and truth “the good seed” 
flourished althotigh sdrrounded with enemies, and its fol- ) 
lowers slain on every hand. 


It is very evident the Apostle, in his second epistle to the : 
Thesselonians, speaks of a falling away, or an apostacy 
from the pure principles, spirit and doctrines of the gospel. 
In order for this to take place, there must be a departure 
from that watchfulness and zeal whieh characterized the 
primitive disciples, and also, a want of that christian affec- 
tion and love, which is the life andsoulof religion. This 
want of beconzing zeal, aod ardeney of love is represented 
in the parable as a state of sleep; and sucha state of in- 
attention, or lukewarmness te the important concerns of re- 
ligien furnishes the enemy with a good opportunity to sow 
the seeds of discord, imtroduce errors, and to propagate 
false principles and doctrines. That pernicious errors have 





: rou-' been propagated ia the world no one will attempt ‘odeny ;, 
tine of theological schools, and possess ull the requisite | and that these corruptions began in the reign of Constan- 
qualifications for the hely calling. 


tine in the fourthcentury ; when the clergy violating eve- 
ry duty belonging to the gospel ministry, went to quarrel- 
ling about certain forms of expression or points of doctrine 
—and in Councils and Synods establishing certain articles 
of faith—or excommunicating or banishing each other for 
difference of opinion, At this period the spirit of wicked- 
ness showed itself in full power, and false doctrines and 
principles took dee root. aud showed themselves in luxu- 
riant grewth. 


“ The harvest is the end of the world.” 

The word “world” in this place is from the Greek word 
aioon, the definition of which as given by Panxnunsr the . 
reader is requested to notice in our last number. It may 
with propriety be rendered “acr”—and is so translated in 
the improved version of the New Testament, which makes 
the passage read thus “ the harvest is the end of the age,” 
WAKEFIELD renders it “the harvest is the conclusion of 
the age.” ‘The word “world” is frequently used signifying 
“age” or dispensation.” See Mat. 24, 3, “ what shall be 
the sign of thy coming, and the end of the worid” which 


When these reverend gentlemen shail cease to procribe 
all who differ from them in sentiment, and will in the spirit 
ef the gospel inculeate the truths thereof, and im lieu of 
teaching the doctrines and commandments of men, teach 
morality and religion,the law of equity and love; love to, 
God and to our fellow men, then will they be esteemed as 
athe benefactors of ‘men. Lef®them raise their standard 
aguinst error, delusion and mental darkness, and exert 
themselves to remove every obstacle to human happiness, 
fet them with alacrity engage in all the duties of their high’ 
and holy calling of enlightening the mind, visiting the sick, 
comforting the afficted, administering the oil and wine to 
the broken “hearted, and the healing balm te bleeding 
wounds, Then they will most assuredly be acknowledged 
as the ministers of the gospel of love and peace, and it may 
truly be said of them that they are not only shining lights, | 
but that they are stars of the first magnitude im the con- 
etellation of worthies. HH. i 
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Bishop Newton says ought to be rendered * conclusion of . 
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the age”—also Wakefield, &c.—Again Heb. 9, 20, “ But 
now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put 





PARABLE OF THE WHEAT AND THE TARES. 


(Concluded, from page 63.) 
Verse 39. “ The enemy that sowed them is the devil.” 


In the parable, verse 25th, it is said * but while men slept 
dis enemy came and sowed fares,” in the illustration of these 
expressions it is necessary that we observe, that in the 
primitive age of christianity, that is, in the days of Christ 
and his Apostles the word of the kingdom, or the pure 
principles of the gospel, were zealously, and powerfully 
The persecutions which the 
' Apostles and their immediate followers experienced united 
& bound them together in the bonds of christian friendship, 
and their ardent love of the truth made them zealous in 
preserving it pure, and uncontaminated by the doctrines of 
the Platonic, and other philosophers, who were very fond 
ef incorporating some of their opinions and doctrine, with 


propagated and defended. 


the system of christianity, 


In the apostolic age the mystery of iniquity had began 
io work, and many were <leceived by the cunning eraftiness 
ef those who endeavored to combine their sentiments with 
the doctrines of the gospel; in consequence of which, St. 
Paul makes the follewing solemn appeal to the Gallations. 
*-O foolish Gallatians who hath bewitched you, that ye 
should not obey the truth,’—to the Thesalonians the apostle 
ebserves, “For the mystery of iniquity doth already work : 
enly he who now letteth, will let, until he be taken out of 
the way. And then shall that wicked be revealed, whom 
the Lord shall cousume with the spirit of his mouth, and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming,” although 
the mystery of iniquity had alreaily began to work, yet the 
persevering resolution and watchfulness of the friends of 


away sin by the sacrifice of himself,”—that is, says the 
Bishop “intheconclusien of the Jewish aGE or aGEs. 

We may therefore, with propriety, say that the “ end of 
the world,” or, “harvest” is not the close, or end of the 
present natural system, when time shall be no more, but 
the end of that “age,” “dispensation,” or, period of time in 
which God is pleased to suffer the * wheat and tares,” or, 
truth and falsehood, to exist, or grow up together. Per- 
haps, during that period spoken of in Revelation, when the 
“woman” the Cuurcu being driven into the wilderness, 
should there remain for OVE THOUSAND, TWO HUNDRED 
and THREE scorRE days—or according to prophetic num- 
bers for TWELVE HUNDRED, and SIXT¥ YEARS. 


“ The reapers are the Angels.” 


‘The word “Angel”—signifies minister, or messenger, and 
is thus rendered by Wakefield, “the reapers are the messen- 
gers”—that is ministers of the gospel, who shall be able 
by the enlightening influence of the grace of God to dis- 
tinguish truth from falsehood—the doctrine of the Gospel 
from the systems of mem; and bythe power of argument 
founded in reason and supported by scripture to gather to- 
cether, and unfold to the understanding, those errors, em- 
braced in the various systems which have been formed by 
ithe cunning craftiness of men ; hence it is said. 


Verse 41,“ The son of man shall send forth his Angels, 
and they shall gather out of his oF all things that of- 
end, and them that do iniquity.” at isit that offends, 
or rather, is the cause of offence and of iniquity? Answer, 
false systems of divinity,or views of God, and of moral 
obligation, Men have in all ages endeavored to imitate 
the God whom they worshiped, and it has been the height 
of their ambition to cultivate the spirit of their Deity, 
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ractice recording to its dictates. The heathen perse- 
perk the ttinns, and immolated them at the shrine of 
their Gods asa sacrifice, not only acceptable, but required. 
Saul of Tarsus verily thought he was doing Gods service 
when persecuting even unto death those who believed in 
Christ. When acquainted with the truth, made sensible 
that Jesus came to save sinners, & possessed of a knowledge 


of the only living and true God ; the spirit of persecution 


left him, and was succeeded by a spirit of meekness and hu- 
mility. When Calvin burnt Servetus with aslow fire, he 
did it under the influence of that false system of religion, 
which taught that God was an enemy to his ratienal off- 
spring, end would burn them in the fire of hell through all 
eternity, if they did not believe the calvinistic doctrine. It 
was the same delusive error that gave birth to the inquisi- 
tion, and armed the Roman Catholic against those who 
doubted the truth of their doctrines, That caused the 
Episcopal Chureh to persecute the dissenters; and finally 
it was a false, delusive, and bigoted spirit, the effect of 
falsehood and error, that caused the Puritans or first set- 
tlers in this country, to hang ‘Quakers for Witchcraft, and 
to banish Baptists for heresy. So sure as men have wrong 
views of the nature and character of God, so sure, they 
will offend and do iniquity. ‘The only way to save men 
from doing evil, is to deliver them from those false systems 
which are the cause of it. ‘To this end, when the prophet- 
ie days of the woman (the church) are accomplished in 
the wilderness thenshall the spirit of life from God enter into 
the two witnesses, spoken of in revelation; then shall the 
word of truth be preached in its native purity, and al) 
false religion, the anti-christian church, and all the errors 
by which it has been supported shall be swept away with 
the besom of destruction, and truth eternally shall reign. 


424 verse, And shall cast them into a furnace of fire : 
there shail be weeping and gnashing of teeth.. 


This verse is expressive of the destruction of the “tares” 
er false systems of religion, couched in figurative language. 
As men, under the influence, of either truth or falsehood, 
must experience the effects produced by them,so man with 
propriety is identified with the system he embraces. 1 
then manhas embraced a system which he fully believes 
is the fruth, and has for years conformed himself to its 
several requirements, placed all his hopes for life and: im- 
mortality on the truth of that system, and done things in 
support.of his religion for which he can find no reason, 
excuse, or apology if his doctrine be not true : to be at last 
brought to the test of scripture, and to the power of argu- 
ment to demonstrate and support his doctrine, and he finds 
himself unable to defend it; or,to behold a different sys- 
tem gaining ground in the world, which is exposing the 
fallacy of his views, and showing the weakness of the 
eause on which he has predicated all:his hopes, and he finds 
them all vanishing as the baseless fabric of a vision ; it 
must produce that weeping and gnashing of teeth des- 
eribed in the passage before us. We have evidence of 
this in the scriptures. The Jews finding all their partial 
system, overturned by the enl benevolence of the 
gospel, felt malice raging in their hearts against the prop- 
agator of that blessed doctrine, and gnashed their teeth in 


disappointment whenthey heard him demonstrate his mis-} 


sion, and point out the absurdities of theirs. The murder- 
ers. of Stephen, stopped their ears and gnashed their teeth 
when they found themselves unable to gainsay his testimo- 
ny: being sensible, that what he saigy was true, and ap- 
plied immediately to themselves; they in their fury stoned 
him to death. The Catholics showed the same expressions 
of a disturbed mind, when the Protestant Reformers expo- 
sed their errors, and exhibited the strong delusions they 
were practising on the people.. The Protestants have dis- 
covered thesame unhappy feeling when any one has dared 
to call their sentiments in question, and have been success- 
ful in exposing theirerrors. We have a full evidence be- 
fore us, which we daily behold, of the truth of our state- 


ment, in the leoks aud conduet of many who are enemies} 


‘and burned in the fire.” 


to the doctrine of universal benevolence ; for when they 
meet with a Universalist, all their good nature, politeness, 
and every christian feeling seems to flee from their hearts, 
the eye flashes a fire not of a heavenly nature, and every 
featare, though before expressive of beauty and of a win- 
ning softness, becomes at once contracted, and forms an as- 
pect forbidding and unsocial. 
The 40th verse informs us that “the tares are gathered 
This therefore cannot be used ia 
proof of endless misery ; for,could it be proved that by 
tares wicked men were meant, that is to use the favorite 
term the “finally impenitent.” Yet if they are to be gath- 
ered and bummed in the fire; the burning in this passage sig- 
nifying ‘consuming, or ‘destroying, if they are. consumed 
or destroyed, they no longer exist; hence the endless mise— 
ry of the'tareis not proved. The prophet Malachi’ in ref- 
erence to the gospel dispensation says, * Behold the day 
cometh, that siiail burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, 
all that do wickedly, shall be stubble, and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it 
shall leave them neither root nor branc.” If then the 
wicked are burnt up, that they are left neither root nor 
branch, it cannot be said they still exist in misery. St. 
Paul in his first er‘stle tothe Corinthians, in our opinion 
fully explains the subject befere us, “For other foundation: 
can no mar lay than that is laidy which is Jesus Christ. 
Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, 































precieus stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man’s work 
shall be made manifest - for the day shall declare it, be- 
cause it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try 
every man’s work of what sort it is. Hf any qian’s. work 
‘abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a re- 
ward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer 
loss: but he himself shall be saved ; yet so as by fire.” On 
this foundation all systems, of christianity are predicated 
and built. If then we build on this foundation with the 
precious materials of gold and silver. If our hepes, our sys- 
tems of faith embrace the unlimited, and impartial benevo— 
lence-and mercy of God, His righteousness, justice & truth ; 
and our lives are conformed to that-ieve reveafed in” Jesus 
Christ, then will our works abide in the day of trial: but 
if, on the other hand our building is erected of the base 
materials of wood, hay, and stubble, such as self righteous- 
ness, limited and partial goodness, particular Election and 
Reprobation, special calling, cruel and unmereifui punish- 
ment, &c, these works cannot abide the fire of divine love, 
they will meit before the power of truth, and builder suffer 
loss, whieh cnuses weeping and gnashing of teeth. But 
although the builder shall suffer loss, he himself “ shal) be 
saved ; yet soas by fire.” The apostle speaking of the 
destruction of the mystery of iniquity, says, “ Whom the 
Lord shall cousume with the srinir of his morTH and 
shall destroy with the brightness of his coming,”—by the 
‘spirit of his mouth’ we must understand the spirit and pow~ 
er of his word, or doctrine ; by the “brightness «f his com- 


ing” the manifestations of divine truth, in which Jesus ap-~ 


pears as the Saviour of the world, and by which all error 
and false doctrine is consumed and utterly destroyed. 


CHRISTIAN PHILANTHROPIST. 


Inthe Philanthropist of the 18th ult. we find an article 
headed * tniveRsalism” and X. Z. from which 
we make the following extract. 


“ The doctrine of Calvin, if true, isthe surest ground to- 


found Universalism upon—* God hath decreed ‘whatso- 
ever cometh to pass.” Ged never decreed any thing con- 
trary to his will ; every aet of a man is, therefore, 

ble to his will. God eannot, consistent with his justice, 


unish any being for acting agreeable to his will ; therefore, 


all. will be happy. Jam thankful Calvin's proposition 


cannot be proved ; ifcould, it would make God the au- 
thor of sin.” 


If we understand X. Z. he expresses himself thankful 


that all mankind will not be saved, orthat the salvation 
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of all men cannot be proved. We have sought diligent- 
ly for some other inference which might be drawn from his 
expression, more consistent with * CHrisTIAN PHILAN- 
TuRroPrHy” but we are not able to discover one. He says, 
“ The doctrine of Calvin. if true, is the surest ground to 
found Universalism upon.” The doctrine referred to is, 
“God hath decreed whatsoever comes to pass.” What 
does he then say,“ Lam thankful that Calvin’s proposi- 
tion cannot be proved.” That is, X. Z. is thankful, that 
the proposition, which forms the surEsT ground on which 
to build Universalim is not true. 

We know not, but such may be thé spirit, and the feel- 
ings of X. Z. that the eternal misery of a portion of his 
fellow men, may be a source of thankfulness to him, if it is 

~ #0, We cannot see much of Philanthrophy, or liberality in 
such feelings, nor can we discover in such expressions 
what we consider a Christian spirit. 
- Wehave no desire to enter into any controversy with 
the Editor of the Philanthropist, nor with his correspondent 
X. Z. But we cannot refrain from expressing our regret 
that sueh an article should appear in a paper professedly 
liberal, and that any man, professing the Christian Religion, 
should thus publicly express his thankfulness that all men 
will not be saved. We will only add, if this is liberal 
Christianity. or Christian Philanthropy, we pray in sin- 
ecrity of heart, from such PHILANTHROPY and LIBERALI- 
tx “Good Lord deliver us. 


From the Christian Repository. 
‘ ‘A SIN UNTO DEATH’ 


This we find in first of John, v.16; “ If any man see his 
brother sin asin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and 
he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. 
be is asin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray 
or it.” 

This passaye, among others, is considered by some a 
strong objection to the salvation of all men. We find how- 
ever, that some of the most enlightened who hold the 
doctrine of endless misery, give this sin unto death quite a 
different interpretation. The reader undoubtedly will be 
pleased with the following extract from the Commentary 
ofthe learned Dr. Adam Clarke, who notwithstanding he 
was an advocate for the endless misery of the wicked, does 
not seek to enlist this passage ig its favor. 

“ This,” says he,“ is an extremely difficult passage, and 
has been variously interpreted. What is the sin not unto 
death, for which we should ask, and life shall be given to 
him that commits it? And what is the sin unto death for 
which we should not pray? 

“ | shall note three of the chief opinions on this subject, 

1. It is supposed that there is an allusion to a distinction 
in the Jewish law, where there was chatah lemothah,“ a 
sin unto death ;” and chatah lo lemothah,* a sin not unto 
death ;” that is,1. A sin or transgression, to which the law 
bad assigned the punishment of death, such as idolatry, 
incest, blasphemy, breach of the sabbath, and the like 
And, 2. A sin not unto death, i. e. transgressions of ignor- 
ance, inadvertence, &e. and such as, in their own nature, 
appear to be comparatively light and trivial. That such 
distinction did exist in the Jewish synagogue both Schoett- 
gen and Curpzovius have proved. 

2. By the sin not wnie death, for which intercession might 
be made ; and unto death, for which prayer might not be 
made ; we are to understand transgressions of the civil law 
of a partieular place, some of which must be punished with 
death, according to the statutes ; the crime admitting of no 

: others might be punished with death, but the 
magistrate had the power of commuting the punishments, 
i.e, of changing death into banishment, Nc. for reasons that 
might appear to him satisfactory; or at the intercession 
of powerful friends. To intercede, in the former case, 
would be useless, because the law would not relax ; there- 
fore, they need not pray for it: but intercession in the lat- 
lercase might be prevalent, therefore they might pray ; 


and if they did not, the person might suffer the punishment 
ofdeath. This opinion, which has been advaneed by Ro- 
senmudller, intimates, that men should feel for each others’ 
distresses, and use their influence in behalf of the wretch- 
ed; nor ever abandon the unfortunate, but where the case 
is utterly hopeless, 

3. The sin unto death means a casé of transgression, 
particularly grievious backsliding from the life and power 
of godliness, which God determins to punish with temporat? 
death; while at the same time He extends mercy to the 
penitent soul, the disobedient prophet, 1 Kings, xii. 1—32, 
is, on this interpretation, a case im point : many others oc- 
cur in the history of the church, and of every religious com- 
munity. The sin not unto death is any sin which God does 
not choose then to punish. This view of the subject is that 
taken by the late Reverand J. Wesley, ina sermon, insti- 
tuted 4 call 16 Backstiders—Wonks, Vol. X. page 92. “I 
do not.think the passage has any thing to do with what is 
termed the sinagainst the Holy Ghost ; much less with the 
Popish doctrine of purgatory ; nor with sins committed 
before and after baptism, the former pardonable, the latter 
unpardonable, according to some of the fathers. Either of 
the last opinions (viz.2 and 3) make a good sense; and 
the first (1) is not unlikely ; the apostle may allude to 
some maxim or custom in the Jewish church, which is not 
now distinctly known. However, this we know, that any 
penitent may find mercy through Christ Jesus ; for through 
him every kind of sin may be jorgiven to man, except the 
sin against the Holy Ghost; which I have proved noman 
can now commit.—See Note on Matt. xii. 31, 32.” 
a _d 

POETRY. 





From Zimmerman. 


Oh! would mankind but make fair truth their guide, 
And force the helm of Prejudice and Pride. 
Were once these maxims fix’d that God’s our friend, 
Virtue our good, and Happiness our end, 
How soon must Reasono’er the world prevail, 
And Error, Fraud, and Superstition fail ! 
None would hereafter, then, with groundless fear, 
Describe th’ Almighty cruel and severe ; 
Predestinating some, without Pretence, 
To heaven; aud some to hell, for no offence ; 
Inflicting endless pains for transient crimes, 
And favouring sects or nations, men or times, 
To please him, none would foolishly forbear, 
Or food, or rest, or itch in shirts of hair ; 
Or deem it merit to believe, or teach, 
What reason contradicts, or cannot reach ; 
None would fierce Zeal for Piety mistake, 
Or Malice, for whatever tennant’s sake ; 
Or think salvation to one sect confin’d, 
And heaven too narrow to contain mankind 
No more would brutal rage disturb our peace, 
But envy, hatred, war, and discord cease ; 
Our own and others’ good éach hour employ, 
And all things smile with universal joy ; 
Fair virtue then, with pure religion join’d, 
Would regulate and bless the haman mind, 
And man be what his Maker first design’d. 
— A ER 
DIED, 

In Bernardston,"(Mass.) on the 11th ult. Jonm P. 
Brooxs,aged 9 years, only son of the Rev. John Brooks. 
After severe suffering for thirteen days, occasioned by that 
fatal disease, water in the head. Mr. Brooks has frequent- 
ly been called in the dispensation of Divine Providence te 
experience of those afflictions which are trying to the pa- 
ternal heart ; it has, however, pleased God, in the midst of 
judgment to remember mercy, and to grant him the savu 
knowledge of that divine truth which cheer: the heart 
the hope of eternal life—through the unlimited merey, 











and the universal grace of God. 








